
 
 

   

  

   

 

 

 

  

 

        

    

  

    

      

  

   

  

 

       

  

 

   

  

 

    

 

   

   

 

  

   

 

 

     

 

    

150 State Street, PO Box 50, Augusta, Maine 04332 | Telephone: (207) 622-5801 FAX: (207) 626-2858 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 21, 2020 

Contact: Amanda Cooley, Community Engagement Director 

ACooley@KennebecSavings.Bank 207-622-5801 or cell 207-861-1558 

Kennebec Savings Bank Supports Local Families, Businesses through 

Donations to Food Pantries 

Augusta, ME – Kennebec Savings Bank recently announced $25,000 in donations to local 

hunger-relief agencies aimed at supporting families and businesses in its service area. 

KSB has donated $2,500 to each of five local food pantries, which will be used to purchase gift 

cards from local restaurants and given to families in need. In addition, the Bank has donated 

$12,500 to Good Shepherd Food Bank. The funds will be designated to benefit the Food Bank’s 

partner agencies throughout Kennebec County and the greater Freeport area. 

“Food insecurity is one of the most significant challenges facing our communities during this 

time. Food pantries rely on ongoing support to meet growing demand while facing mounting 

challenges in volunteer safety and supply chain disruptions.  At the same time, small businesses 

continue to see sharp decreases in traffic despite eased restrictions,” said Andrew Silsby, 

President & CEO of Kennebec Savings Bank. “Our goal here is two-fold – support local 

businesses and local families when they need it the most.” 

KSB was inspired to make the donations by two Freeport Middle School students who worked 

together to raise funds to purchase gift cards for families using Freeport Community Service’s 

food pantry. Their campaign was featured in this recent news story by News Center Maine. 

“We thought their campaign was a brilliant way to give back to those in need while supporting 

local restaurants that are working hard to keep their doors open,” said Amanda Cooley, the 

Community Engagement Director at Kennebec Savings Bank. “We are pleased to support their 
efforts and expand it throughout our entire service area.” 

Food pantries receiving the donations include Freeport Community Services, Greater Waterville 

Area Food Bank, Augusta Food Bank, Winthrop Food Pantry, and Chrysalis Place/Gardiner Food 

Center. 

“Since the COVID-19 pandemic first hit Maine, the Augusta Food Bank has seen a significant shift 

in who we serve – many, who like most of us, had never experienced food insecurity,” said Bob 
Moore, executive director of the Augusta Food Bank. “Kennebec Savings Bank's support now 

could not have come at a better time for our clients and the local business community.  AFB and 

the entire Kennebec Valley are incredibly fortunate to have KSB in our community.” 

www.KennebecSavings.Bank 

mailto:ACooley@KennebecSavings.Bank
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/its-really-nice-to-see-that-people-care-freeport-middle-school-girls-raise-thousands-for-those-affected-by-covid-19/ar-BB13DHFY
www.KennebecSavings.Bank


 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

   

  

   

    

  

   

  

  

 

  

 

       
       

      
         

       
    

 
         

     
    

         
        

         
      

Continued… 

“Kennebec Savings Bank has been a years-long partner,” said Sandy Hammond, operations 

manager for the Greater Waterville Area Food Bank. “KSB gives in both dollars and volunteer 

hours, and we appreciate their generous continued support.” 

Pre-pandemic, Maine had approximately 180,000 people struggling with food insecurity. Good 

Shepherd Food Bank believes this number could climb to as high as 250,000 Mainers, should 

rates of unemployment and poverty continue to increase. In May alone, the Food Bank 

purchased 370 percent more food than it does in a normal month and estimates that it will incur 

$6.3 million in additional expenses related to the first six months of its COVID-19 response. 

“COVID-19 brought a swift and crushing blow to the progress we had made over the past 10 

years to improve access to food for Mainers struggling with hunger,” said Kristen Miale, 

president of Good Shepherd Food Bank. “The Food Bank is thankful and impressed with the two 

Freeport Middle School students and Kennebec Savings Bank’s actions to help reinvigorate local 

businesses and provide hunger relief to their communities.” 

For more information, contact Community Engagement Director Amanda Cooley at 

ACooley@KennebecSavings.Bank. 

# # # 

Kennebec Savings Bank is a $1.16 billion state-chartered community bank, part of a 
mutual organization, with a team of 144 employees and offices in Augusta, Farmingdale, 
Freeport, Waterville and Winthrop, as well as “KSB Anytime” 24-hour electronic banking 
centers in Augusta, Farmingdale, Freeport and Manchester. The Bank is proud that its 
involvement in the community as an employer, a business and as a contributor has led 
to many other successes besides its own. Member FDIC, Equal Housing Lender. 

As the largest hunger-relief organization in Maine, Good Shepherd Food Bank provides 
for Mainers facing hunger by distributing nutritious food to more than 500 partner 
agencies across the state, including food pantries, meal sites, schools, and senior 
programs. Together with its network, the Food Bank leads a statewide effort to combat 
the root causes of hunger by engaging in advocacy, nutrition education, and strategic 
partnerships. In 2019, the Food Bank distributed more than 25 million meals to families, 
children, and seniors in need throughout Maine. www.feedingmaine.org 
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